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IDENTIFICATION Northern Mixedwood includes
forest types that are transitional between Northern
Hardwood and Northern Softwood types. Neither hard-
woods nor softwoods make up more than 75% of the
stocking. Typical hardwood species may include sugar
maple, red maple, yellow birch, paper birch, American
beech, aspen, and red oak. Softwoods may include hem-
lock, red spruce, white spruce, balsam fir, and north-
ern white cedar. Aspen (popple) and paper birch may
dominate young forest stages. See Oak—Pine Association
for mixed hardwood-softwood types in landscapes where
oak is a significant component. Northern Mixedwoods
currently cover approximately 2.5 million acres in Maine.

ECOLOGY Northern Mixedwoods are typically found OTHER WILDLIFE
on moist, medium to somewhat poorly-drained sites SPECIES
throughout the state, forming a transition zone between
hardwood and softwood sites. Hardwood and soft-
wood dominance may shift over time, and on enriched
sites, harvesting and other disturbances often promote
hardwood dominance. Mixedwoods are common on
intermediate-quality sites at lower
elevations.

WILDLIFE Northern Mixed-
woods host a great variety of
resident and migrant song-
birds, with species charac-
teristic of both Northern
Hardwood and North-

ern Softwood forests

potentially present (See
Table).
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* NORTHERN HARDWOOD/HEMLOCK
* NORTHERN HARDWOOD/SPRUCE-FIR

Northern Mixedwood

* HEMLOCK (IN PATCHES)
* ASPEN-BIRCH
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Information from Forestry for Maine Birds: A Guidebook for
Foresters Managing Woodlots “With Birds in Mind.” Maine
Audubon 2017. Available at maineaudubon.org/ffmb.



