Northern Hardwood
Association

* NORTHERN HARDWOODS
(BEECH-BIRCH-MAPLE AND VARIANTS)

* ASPEN-BIRCH
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IDENTIFICATION Hardwood species comprise

at least 75% of the stocking, with sugar maple, yellow
birch, and American beech as characteristic species and
paper birch, aspen, red oak, hemlock, and red spruce as
common associates. Beech and red maple may be domi-
nant on poor sites, while sugar maple, ash, and basswood
are found on highly enriched sites. Young forest stages
may be dominated by aspen (popple) and paper birch.
This association currently covers approximately 7 million
acres in Maine.

ECOLOGY Northern hardwood forests are typical-

ly found at middle elevations on moist, medium- to
well-drained sites. Over time, late-successional stages

of this type form large, relatively stable forests. Under
natural conditions, shade-tolerant northern hardwoods
are most commonly regenerated in small canopy gaps
created by windthrow or mortality caused by insects and
disease. This association is known for an abundance of
spring wildflowers. There is often
a transition to spruce-fir at high
elevations, along drainages, and in
less well-drained soils.

WILDLIFE Northern Hard-
woods host a great variety of
resident and migratory birds
and other wildlife (See
Table). The hard mast,
or tree nuts, produced
by beech and oak are an
important food source
for many wildlife species,
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Beechnuts are critical to
the reproductive success of black

bear in northern Maine.
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