
What do I do?
Road Watch volunteers walk a section of  road and record any evidence of  wildlife crossings. You might 
witness an animal crossing the road, but more likely you’ll find road kill. Volunteers take a photo of  every 
animal observation they find, try to identify the species, and record information about the time and location 
of  their observation. Volunteers report their survey results on Maine Audubon’s Road Watch web site. 
Routes are a mile long, and walking both sides of  the road will equal a two-mile loop. 

Where do I go?
Volunteers are assigned to designated mile-long road survey routes, which are located in southern Maine, in 
York County, Scarborough, and Cape Elizabeth. These routes were selected because they lie between large 
blocks of  habitat and are near known occurrences of  endangered species.

How much time does it take?
Aside from travel time to get to your assigned road route, the actual survey will take an hour or more, 
depending on how quickly you walk and how many observations you find. We ask volunteers to commit to 
eight surveys of  their road sections from April through September, with weekly surveys from mid-April to 
mid-May, and then one survey per month from June through September. More surveys are welcome if  time 
allows.

How can I get more information?
Visit the Maine Audubon website (maineaudubon.org) and click on the Wildlife and Habitat link. You can 
also contact Barbara Charry at (207) 781-2330, ext. 225 or e-mail roadwatch@maineaudubon.org.

How do I sign up?
If  you are not already a Road Watch volunteer go to maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-
watch and click “Create an Account.” You will need to provide an e-mail address in order to complete the 
registration process. Then e-mail your name, phone number, and the town (within Scarborough, or Cape 
Elizabeth or York County) that is most convenient for you to survey to roadwatch@maineaudubon.org or 
call Becca Wilson at (207) 781-2330, ext. 222. We will try to find a road route that works for you and send 
you a map and datasheet, that, along with the directions below and some key equipment, will provide what 
you need to get started.

Endangered Species Road Watch
Maine Audubon’s Endangered Species Road Watch gets 
volunteers out on roads searching for evidence of  wildlife crossings. 
By collecting information about where, when, and how many 
animals cross our roads, we will be able to work toward solutions 
to reduce wildlife road mortality.

maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch

Blandings turtle, photo by Jonathan Mays
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Safety:
Volunteer safety is critical. When you get your assigned road route, the first thing you should do is confirm 
that it is a safe road to walk and survey. The sections of  roads for these surveys were selected from maps 
and aerial photos with an eye toward surrounding habitat, not the road itself. A safe route should have a 
good parking space and you should be able to walk along the shoulder safely during the survey. If  this is 
not the case, and you feel the road section you’ve been assigned isn’t safe for pedestrians, please let us know 
and we will try to find you a new route.

Surveyors should wear brightly colored clothing in addition to a reflective safety vest.

Equipment 
• *Reflective Safety Vest
• *Digital Camera (to document road kill/crossing evidence, camera phones will work)
• *Copy of  route survey map and datasheet (for marking location observations)
• *Small ruler for placement within photos (provided by project)
• Cell phone (in case of  emergency)
• Partner (for safety)
* Mandatory equipment

Frequency:
You should survey your route for wildlife crossings at least eight times, once a week from mid-April to 
mid-May, and then once a month from June through September. More frequent surveys each month or 
earlier/later in the season are valuable if  you have the time, as larger numbers of  observations are needed 
for data analysis.

IMPORTANT: Please note that even surveys where you see no evidence of  wildlife crossings are 
important and should be submitted as completed surveys on the project website.

Timing: 
There is no required time of  day for surveys. However, daytime is safer and it is easier to see road-killed 
animals. Dawn or dusk may be better for observing live animals and seeing road kill before scavengers 
clean up. Avoid rainy conditions, fog, or other weather that might make it difficult for a driver to see you. 
However, getting out soon after a rain event, especially in spring, could prove very productive for observing 
amphibians and some reptiles.

Method:
All survey routes should be walked the entire distance, walking against traffic up one side of  the road and 
returning (against traffic) on the other side of  the road. Surveyors should focus on the side of  the road 
where they are walking, and should watch closely for evidence of  old, dried, or completely flattened road 
kill. Ideally surveyors should complete the entire route (two miles) per survey. If  cutting a survey short is 
inevitable (time constraints, deteriorating weather conditions, etc.) then be sure to do both sides of  the 
road and record the approximate percentage of  the route you completed (see datasheet notes below). 
If  your route is in possible New England Cottontail habitat (brush, shrubs and densely growing young 
trees), scan the edges at dawn and dusk for live rabbits.

Volunteer Guidelines
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Filling Out the Datasheet:
Only the items that require an explanation are listed below. The others should be self-explanatory but 
please don’t hesitate to follow up with any questions. Be sure to fill out the datasheet completely.

Check any boxes at the top that apply:

• Entire Route Surveyed: Check if  you completed both sides of  the road, one mile per side as indicated 
on your route survey map.

• Partial Route Surveyed: Check if  you had to cut your survey short. Please estimate the percentage of  
the route (out of  the entire one mile length) where you surveyed both sides of  the road. It is 
preferable to do both sides of  a shorter segment than only one side of  the road.

• No Wildlife Observed: Check if  no live or dead animals (road kill) were observed.

Weather:
Air temperature can be taken with a thermometer or from a local online weather information source. If  the 
temperature changes throughout the survey, take an average of  the extremes.

For Each Observation:
Photo Number: Photos of  road kill observations are required for this project, assuming it is safe to take 
a picture. Photos of  live animal crossing may be more difficult, but if  you have your camera out when 
you are observing an animal cross the road, you should definitely take and submit the photo. Photos from 
phones are acceptable. Indicate the number(s) or name(s) of  the photo on your device so you can upload 
the right photo associated with the observation on the data entry website. 

For road kill, it is helpful to have a photo with the road kill in context (surrounding landscape, fences, 
barriers, etc.) as well as close-up to help confirm species identification. Put a ruler alongside the animal for 
scale. After the picture is taken, volunteers may move the carcass off  the roadway if  they have the proper 
equipment (gloves, shovel, or other tool) and it is safe to do so; removal reduces double-counting and may 
minimize additional road kill as a result of  more animals feeding on the carcass. You may also leave road 
kill as it is.

Time: 
Use military time (24 hour clock), 0-1200 for morning hours, 1200-2400 for afternoon and evening hours.

Species: 
When possible, identify the animal to species. In some cases you may only be able to provide more 
general identification (e.g., bird, raptor, snake, turtle, rodent, frog, large mammal, small mammal, etc.). Be 
as specific as you can, and if  needed, take notes for further research at home with field guides or online 
resources. Check the appropriate box for “alive” or “dead,” and if  you observe multiple occurrences of  the 
same species, which is likely for amphibians near a wetland in spring, indicate how many were observed.

Identification Confidence (ID Conf):
For each identification, please indicate your level of  confidence  
(C=Confident, SC=Somewhat Confident, or BG=Best Guess).

Location Description: 
Write in any general observations of  the area,  
like house numbers or numbers on utility poles, landmarks, etc.
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Road Type: 
Indicate dirt, gravel, paved, etc.

Speed Limit:
Indicate the speed limit at the spot where your observation was made.

Time Since Impact:
Give your best estimate for how long the animal has been on the road. This can be difficult, since rain or 
sun may dramatically affect how old the road kill appears. Use your best judgement.

1. Witnessed event
2. Less than 12 hours
3. About a day
4. More than a day but less than one week
5. More than one week

Roadside Features:
We are interested in features that might influence animal movement surrounding the crossing observation. 
Look about 50 feet in every direction. (If  you are not good at estimating distances, you should calibrate 
yourselves by marking out 50 feet in your backyard or a parking lot before the survey starts and using 
that measurement as a guide for survey observations.) Check all features that apply within 50 feet of  the 
observed wildlife crossing. See page 5 for listed features.

Notes: 
Add any additional notes pertinent to the observation.

Use additional survey forms if  more space is needed. At the end of  the survey, be sure to review the 
datasheet for completeness, especially the time the survey ended.

Remember, recording surveys with no observations is extremely important, and a 
record of that survey should be created and entered online.
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Roadside Features

Culvert Median Barrier : Concrete

Guardrail: W-beam Guardrail: Cable

Fence: Parallel Fence: Perpendicular
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